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applying to undergraduate art or design programmes
for entry in 2011
The application process begins when you decide which subject you wish to apply for - you might want to visit our website or come to our Open Day on 29 October 2010 to help you decide - and ends when you are notified whether or not your application has been successful. There are several key dates and deadlines along the way:
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	open day

There's lots of useful information about the College, the courses and the city of Edinburgh on the website at www.eca.ac.uk.  You may also find it useful to attend an Open Day event in order to learn more and you can find further details at www.eca.ac.uk/openday.
In addition, the annual Degree Show in June provides an excellent occasion to view the work of our graduating students and visit the studios and other facilities we offer. Please keep checking our website for details.
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	UCAS application

UCAS (www.ucas.com) is the UK system through which you should apply to any undergraduate programme at Edinburgh College of Art. The requirements for entrance to Edinburgh College of Art are clearly stated on the UCAS website and also on the College website at www.eca.ac.uk/study You will be asked by UCAS to complete an online form providing a record of your grades and achievements to date, your predicted grades and a Personal Statement about what you want to study and why. Your form will also contain a reference from your teacher or form tutor, giving further information about your suitability for the choices you have made and predicting your future exam grades.

Once the form is complete, you can submit it to UCAS any time from 1 September, but you must submit it no later than 15 January 2011. It takes a few days for the College to receive from UCAS the Personal ID number which will allow you to log in to our website to begin creating your mini-portfolio - the next stage in the process - so we strongly recommend that you get your application in to UCAS well before Christmas.
If you are applying with non-standard qualifications or have any other queries, please contact our Academic Registry at enquiries@eca.ac.uk
Please note that Scottish Honours degrees are four years long. Most people apply for entry at Year 1, but we recommend that those who will have successfully completed a Foundation course or HND should apply direct to Year 2. Detailed information is available at http://www.scqf.org.uk
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	mini-portfolio submission

Because of the large volume of applications to the College, we are unable to look at every full portfolio. Last year, to help us deal with this situation, we developed an online image uploading and viewing system - the 'mini-portfolio' - which allowed applicants to show us 25 images with supporting text, and enabled us to make an initial selection of those whose full portfolios we wanted to see at a later date. This year we have added a moving image upload facility, which will be particularly useful for applicants to Film & Television, Animation and Intermedia Art.

You will need your UCAS Personal ID number to log in to the system and, since it can take up to five working days for us to receive this from UCAS, it is important not to leave your UCAS application until the last minute. We recommend registering on the site as early as possible, because the system is then available to you for compiling your mini-portfolio(s) and it is specifically designed to allow you to go back in to add, change or update the content as often as you like until you are completely satisfied.

The absolute deadline for submitting mini-portfolios is 12 noon on 21 January 2011.
For the mini-portfolio we require you to submit either 25 jpeg images of supporting visual material or up to two short digital videos, depending on which subjects you are applying for. At this stage, we are not necessarily expecting a showcase of final work, but rather an indication of work in progress showing how you approach an idea or subject and develop the work from initial enquiry, through experimentation and development, to resolved work.

If you are applying to Film & Television, you should upload two digital video files, each of up to five minutes in length, and each accompanied by a short passage of text.  In addition, you will be asked to give written answers to three questions.
For all other applications, we require 10 images of your development/sketchbook work, 10 images of your resolved work, and five images which show your influences. Each image can have up to 100 characters of supporting/explanatory text.  There will be an option to supply additional supporting visual material in the form of a digital video.
Specific details are available at: www.eca.ac.uk/undergraduate
You must upload a separate mini-portfolio for each application to the College. This allows you to tailor the content to each subject and showcase your strengths in particular areas. However, this doesn't necessarily mean compiling a completely different set of images for each application.

When we have assessed your mini-portfolio(s) we will contact you by email and letter to inform you whether you are invited to an applicant day and full portfolio assessment, with details of where and when that will take place. 
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	portfolio assessment applicant days

A number of days are organised between 28 February and 18 March 2011 for invited applicants to bring their full portfolios to the College. The days are structured in such a way that applicants have the opportunity to view the College and meet staff and students while their portfolio is being assessed by a team of staff from the appropriate subject. There is then a 'question and answer' session when groups of applicants can ask staff specific questions about the College or about the subject they have applied to.

Your portfolio will be assessed by a team of academic staff who are particularly interested in how you research and develop ideas in a visual way, and how you engage with your chosen discipline. 

This is broken down into four main areas of assessment, briefly summarised as follows: 

· Enquiry and Visual Research shows the level of your engagement in intelligent, structured visual enquiry and how well you communicate this;
· Idea Development and Material/Technical Exploration shows your ability to appropriately explore and develop ideas, and your level of skill in the use of materials or techniques;
· Critical Judgement, Selection and Resolution shows how well you judge which ideas have the most potential and your ability to bring them to a level of completion appropriate to your intended outcome; 

· Contextual Awareness shows the extent of your knowledge of the subject you have applied for and how your work relates to it.

Further details about portfolio preparation, including advice about multiple applications, are available at www.eca.ac.uk/undergraduate
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	offers notified to UCAS

We will try to notify UCAS of decisions on successful offers of places by 31 March 2011.  However, you should be aware that the latest date by which we are obliged to notify UCAS is 7 May 2011.
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	deadline to inform UCAS of your acceptance

Any of your offers which have been notified to UCAS by 31 March 2011, including any from us, must be accepted or declined by the UCAS deadline of 5 May 2011. 

	
	


